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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH BIMAN TO BUY MORE AIRCRAFT? 

1. EMBASSY HAS HAD SEVERAL UNCONFIRMED REPORTS THAT BANGLADESH 
BIMAN (BB) ACTIVELY CONSIDERING ACQUISITION TWO FOKKER F-28 
FELLOWSHIP JETS. FOKKER BROUGHT IN FELLOWSHIP AND STAGED 
DEMONSTRATION FLIGHTS EARLY FEBRUARY. ONE SOURCE SAYS FOKKER 
OFFERING ACCEPT BB S PRESENT EIGHT F-27’S AS TRADE-IN FOR TWO F-28'S. 
ANOTHER SOURCE INDICATES BB WILL "BUY" F-28'S, ALTHOUGH WE 
CANNOT SEE WHERE BDG WILL COME UP WITH MONEY, UNLESS OUTSIDE 
FINANCING AVAILABLE. SOURCE IN BB MANAGEMENT TELLS US F-28'S 
WOULD NOT BE COMMERCIALLY PROFITABLE. 

2. MASWOOD AHMED, DIRECTOR. UNIVERSAL SERVICES LTD., MANAGEMENT- 
CONSULTANT AND INDENTING FIRM ASSOCIATED WITH NUMBER LOCAL 
ENTERPRISES, HAS APPROACHED EMBASSY IN EFFORT GAIN BOEING 
AGENCY. AHMED BELIEVES ONE BOEING 727 WOULD BE COMPETITIVE IN 
PRICE AND PERFORMANCE WITH TWO F-28'S. ALSO BELIEVES BB WILL BE 

IN MARKET SOON FOR SECOND BOEING 707. AHMED HAS WRITTEN 
BOEING'S SEATTLE HEADQUARTERS. TOLD EMBOFF HIS FIRM PREPARED TO 
LAUNCH PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN AGAINST PROPOSED F-28 PURCHASE, A 
NOT UNUSUAL TACTIC HERE. 
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3. COMMENT: IN VIEW BB'S APPARENT INTEREST IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL 
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AIRCRAFT, EMBASSY BELIEVES IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR BOEING REP TO 
VISIT DACCA IN NEAR FUTURE. PLEASE ALSO ALERT OTHER US 
MANUFACTURERS OF AIRCRAFT COMPETITIVE WITH F-28 OF THIS 
POSSIBLE SALES OPPORTUNITY. 

NEWBERRY 
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